
Charlotte Mason-Style Exams 

  

  What are Charlotte Mason Exams? 
  “Final exams, or end of term exams, should not be approached like a beast to be conquered. 
They should be a natural part of learning that reveals to both the teacher and student alike what ideas have 
become a part of the child’s life, what living thoughts the child has assimilated as his own” (from Simply 
Charlotte Mason). 

“The goal of a Charlotte Mason-style exam is to allow the child to tell what he knows--not point out what he 
doesn't. For example, if you've been reading about Columbus, you could simply ask, ‘Tell me what you 
know about Christopher Columbus.’ You might get a long lovely narration that omits ‘1492’ and the exact 
names of the ships, but you will know that your child knows the basic history surrounding Columbus. You 
might get a cryptic answer such as ‘He sailed across the ocean with the Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria and 
discovered America instead of India.’ In this case, you can tell that your child recalls pertinent details about 
the story, but for whatever reason didn't want to tell the whole story. Neither one of these answers is wrong. 
The length of a narration is not always the relevant point” (from Ambleside Online). 

A Delectable Education podcast reminds us that children look forward to exams and it was almost a festive 
atmosphere. (Quite different from many of our own experiences with exams/tests!). They say it’s not about 
cramming or trying to pass a test. It was a child’s way of realizing his or her own progress, a way of looking 
back and seeing what they’ve learned and how they’ve grown. It has an appeal to their natural love of 
knowledge.  Exams were not meant to trick children into showing with they didn’t learn but to help see what 
they did learn.  The atmosphere of exam week is very important. It should be a positive seeking of 
knowledge, nothing negative. They have to be narrating the entire term after their lessons in order for exam 
week to go well (from A Delectable Education). 

There were several objectives of exams: Set the focus of the term’s work for the student.  Guide and 
encourage teachers.  Guide those who plan the work. 

What subjects are covered during exam week? 
“In the Charlotte Mason method, end of term exams consist of one or two questions on each book that was 
read during the term” (from Simply Charlotte Mason). 

“You will ask your child to recite anything you've memorized (poetry, Scripture). You will require a neat 
sample of handwriting (copywork). You will ask your child to sing a song you've learned, describe one of 
the paintings from picture study, tell which piece of music was his favorite and why, and so on. 
 The exam should touch on each area of your curriculum--even math. Picking two or three problems 
from your child's math program and asking him to solve them is enough.  
Or, you could ask him to teach you how to subtract, or whatever,  
and let him explain the process” (from Ambleside Online). 



    
   Exam how-to’s 
-   “No review or special preparation is needed. For children in grades 1-3, all of the   
   answers are oral, and for children in grades 4-6, you might require some written   
   answers (if the child is doing written narrations), but much of it will still be done   
  orally” (from Ambleside Online). 

-Exams take place during the same period that the subject normally occurs and every time we have that subject 
you can ask a different exam question.  So if you were reading science three times a week or history two times 
a week, you can ask them a different question each day or about a different book each day. You might get one 
sample of copywork during the week and then the rest of the week continue on with typical lessons (from A 
Delectable Education). 

-“Your exams should use open-ended narration questions just as you do for immediate narration or pre-reading 
review narration. Here are some examples taken from Volume 3: 
• “Tell the story of . . .” 
• “What have you noticed (yourself) about . . .?” (for example, a spider) 
• “Tell about . . .” 
• “Tell all you know about . . .” 
• “Describe a journey in . . .” (for example, Northern Italy) 
• “Describe your favourite scene in . . .” (for example, Macbeth)” (from Simply Charlotte Mason). 

-How much do you know about…? Tell me what you know about…? It is similar to regular narration because 
it is open ended. “Tell one Bible story we read this term.”  

-Go to sample exam from the Redeemer site for your child’s grade level and use it as a template to plug in 
information based on your studies. There are sample exams in volume three of Charlotte Mason as well as 
students’ answers. Keep notes as you were teaching of discussions you have with things that come up that you 
think would make a good exam question. 

-If you have multiple children in Form 1 or Form 1 and Form 2 (Form 1=grades 1-3, Form 2=grades 4-6), it 
can be a stressful week. Try to find something to occupy the other child(ren) while you are listening to the first 
child’s narration. 

-They do not get a numerical grade, rather a description such as excellent, good, fair, etc. (from A Delectable 
Education podcast). 

“The terminal examinations are of great importance. They are not merely and chiefly tests of knowledge but 
records which are likely to be permanent." (Charlotte Mason, Vol. 6, p. 272) 

Helpful Links (I highly recommend listening to the podcast or reading  
up on AO if you plan to do exams) 
http://www.adelectableeducation.com/2017/01/episode-64-exams/ 
https://www.amblesideonline.org/ExamAOExams.shtml 

https://www.amblesideonline.org/ExamAOExams.shtml
https://www.amblesideonline.org/ExamAOExams.shtml



